The universal implant for evisceration surgery.
The Universal implant is a quasi-integrated buried orbital implant designed to provide the same motility advantages as does an Iowa implant, but is simpler to implant and associated with fewer complications. The protruding mounds on the implant are keyed to corresponding indentations on the posterior prosthetic surface, allowing more life-like motility. We describe a straight-forward technique for its use as an evisceration implant and report the results in 24 patients. The Universal implant is simple to use and the lock-and-key mechanism obtained between implant and prosthesis provides the patient with a high degree of life-like motility. Its cost is significantly lower than the more popular hydroxyapatite implant and it does not require a drilling procedure for coupling.